WEST CONTRA COSTA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
1108 Bissell Avenue
Richmond, CA 94801-3135
Matthew Duffy
Superintendent

Telephone: (510) 231-1101
FAX: (510) 236-6784

September 9, 2020

By U.S. Mail & E-Mail: ctadmin@contracosta.courts.ca.gov
Contra Costa County Grand Jury
Attn: Foreperson
P.O. Box 431
Martinez, CA 94553
RE: Response to Grand Jury Report No. 2008
Dear Foreperson:
In response to your letter dated June 10, 2020, the Governing Board of the West Contra Costa Unified
School District provides this response to the following findings and recommendations in Grand Jury
Report No. 2008 - Do Our Public Schools Have Adequate Emergency Supplies?, as requested.
Findings: The Grand Jury has required the District to respond to Findings F1 – F8
Finding #1:
The California Education Code does not specify the type of supplies schools should maintain for
emergencies.
Response to Finding #1:
The District agrees with the finding. The CDE does not specify on their website nor do they have a
recommended list available for school districts.
Finding #2:
Each Contra Costa County school district determines its own emergency preparedness plans (based on
California State Education Department guidelines), including the amount and type of emergency
supplies to maintain at its schools.
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Response to Finding #2:
The District agrees with the finding. This response is based on inquiries of other Contra Costa County
school districts and the fact that the District uses its own procurement system to determine emergency
supplies inventory.
Finding #3:
The Contra Costa County Office of Education posts on its website a recommended list (minimum
standard list) of emergency supplies for school districts.
Response to Finding #3:
The District agrees with the finding. The recommended list is available from the County website.
Finding #4:
Some Contra Costa County school districts did not demonstrate that they maintain supplies in
conformity with the Contra Costa County Office of Education minimum standard list.
Response to Finding #4:
The District partially disagrees with the finding. While it has not verified whether other school
districts maintain supplies in conformity with the County Office of Education’s minimum standard list,
this District does confirm with the recommendations.
Finding #5:
Some Contra Costa County school districts fund purchasing and replenishment of emergency supplies
through their annual budgets, but most school districts in Contra Costa County fund them through
parent or community donations.
Response to Finding #5:
The District agrees with the finding. The District funds the minimal standard for emergency supplies
through the annual budget but does allow elementary schools to fund additional supplies using PTA
funds.
Finding #6:
Contra Costa County school districts can apply for federal, state, corporate or non-profit organization
grants to help pay the cost of acquiring and maintaining school emergency supplies.
Response to Finding #6:
The District agrees with the finding. The District has previously applied for two grants related to safety
equipment but did not receive an award.
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Finding #7:
Each Contra Costa County school district has either a designated safety/ resource officer or a school
administrator who fills the safety/ resource officer role.
Response to Finding #7:
The District partially disagrees with the finding. The District has not verified the existence of an
assigned safety/resource officer or school administrator being assigned to this role in every school
district. The WCCUSD has Campus Safety Officers assigned to the secondary schools and elementary
schools have administrators to assist with safety/resource issues on those campuses. The District does
not have School Resource Officers provided by the local police departments.
Finding #8:
There is no legal requirement that teachers renew CPR and First Aid certification training after
teachers initially obtain their teaching credential.
Response to Finding #8:
The District agrees with the finding. Currently there is no legal requirement mandating that teachers
renew CPR & First Aid training after being hired. The District does, however, provide online training
for employees if needed.
Recommendations: The Grand Jury has required the District respond to Recommendations R1, R3,
R4 and R5.
Recommendation #1:
Each Contra Costa County school district board should consider adopting the Contra Costa County
Office of Education Emergency Supplies list (minimum standard list) for its schools and identifying
funding sources to purchase the supplies, by December 31, 2020.
Response to Recommendation #1:
This recommendation has been implemented. The District has memorialized the recommended emergency
supplies list in every school’s Comprehensive Site Safety Plan (CSSP) which are approved by the school board
on a yearly basis. Additionally, the emergency supplies are purchased using allotted funds from the annual
budget.

Recommendation #3:
The Contra Costa County school district boards should consider applying for federal, state, corporate,
and non-profit organization grants to fund the acquisition of school emergency supplies, by June 30,
2021.
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Response to Recommendation #3:
This recommendation has been implemented. The District has applied for two Department of Justice
grants related to safety equipment but did not receive an award. The District will continue to apply for
safety grants as they become available.
Recommendation #4:
Each Contra Costa County school district board should consider developing a plan to identify
organizations that provide CPR and First Aid certification refresher training for district teachers, by
December 31, 2020.
Response to Recommendation #4:
This recommendation has been implemented. The District currently has an online training service that
provides CPR & First Aid certification for all employees. Additionally, the District has had formal
conversations with the Red Cross regarding in-person First Aid and CPR refresher training for all
teachers.
Recommendation #5:
Each Contra Costa County school district board should consider developing a plan to identify funding,
if necessary, to provide CPR and First Aid certification refresher training for district teachers, by
December 31, 2020.
Response to Recommendation #5:
This recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the future. The
District currently offers online training for First Aid and CPR, but will consider a policy that mandates
refresher training for all teachers within the next 90 days.
This completes the District’s response. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Matt Duffy
Matthew Duffy
Superintendent

CC:

Governing Board

